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URBAN WATERWAYS RENEWAL PROJECT 

Statement by Minister for Water 
DR G.G. JACOBS (Eyre — Minister for Water) [2.06 pm]: The Liberal–National government is committed 
to our magnificent rivers. Not only are the Swan and Canning Rivers icons of this great state, they are also 
possibly the most important part of Perth’s ecosystem. 

Earlier this year, the Liberal–National state government along with the federal government, the Water 
Corporation and the Cities of Armadale, Gosnells and Canning banded together to inject $8.5 million for the 
Perth metropolitan urban waterways renewal program. Significant support is also to be provided through the 
South East Regional Centre for Urban Landcare.  

The urban waterways renewal project consists of a suite of 11 sub-projects focusing on implementing priority 
actions identified in the Swan–Canning water quality improvement plan and the local water quality improvement 
plans for the Bannister Creek, Southern River and Bickley Brook catchments. Through the conversion of 
existing urban drainage lines into living streams and by improving water retention and infiltration capabilities of 
compensation basins, stormwater quality will be improved and reuse potential created in these priority Canning 
catchments. 

This project also has the potential to be a significant demonstration tool for application of water-sensitive urban 
design principles across other major urban areas and to improve the capacity of local governments to implement 
stormwater best management practice. The effectiveness of treatments applied in this project is being monitored 
and data used to inform future drainage intervention works and calibrate catchment models. 

I would like to thank project partners, including the local governments of Canning, Armadale and Gosnells; 
community natural resource management groups; the South East Regional Centre for Urban Landcare and the 
Armadale Gosnells Landcare Group; the Water Corporation; and the Swan River Trust. 

In addition to this, state natural resource management funds of $3.19 million have also been allocated to the 
Swan River Trust to implement the Swan–Canning water quality improvement plan. Of this, $867 000 will be 
used for complementary works on the six urban waterways renewal project sites in the Southern River catchment 
in the City of Armadale.  

The Liberal–National government is working towards cleaner waterways, and I will continue to work with my 
colleague the Minister for Environment to deliver on this commitment.  
 


